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Set Your Manager Free
freeCommander to the rescue!

This time I will not bother at all to make an introduction for the software. I did it so many
times for this type of applications that I do not know what I can possibly add.Yet another file
manager to ease your file managing needs. Why would I want to make a review for this type
of software? Well, first of all it is free. Another reason is that the resemblance to Total
Commander is uncanny (in a good way).freeCommander is a program developed by Marek
Jasinski. The software is freeware, so using it won't cost you a dime and you will get in
trouble only if you distribute it for profit. The installation file is 1,6 MB large, so you can
basically carry it around on every file storing device. The application window will seem very
familiar to those of you who are using Total Commander. But there are some differences.
The interface seems very fragile and it takes a while to get used to it. It is user-friendly
though and the files are displayed in two panels.The menu bar is composed of the usual
File, Edit, View and Help menus. In addition to these, there is a Folder menu and an Extras
menu. All of the menus are rich in options designed to make the file management easier
and faster. Almost all the features in the menu bar are displayed as shortcut icons in the
toolbar.As I said before, the software is a two windowed application. The user can make
any modification in either of the two panels. The multiple panel file managers are very
useful in copying one file in a folder to a different folder.It seems to me that this software is
meant to be a combination of Total Commander with the classic Windows Explorer. I say
this because I have noticed that if you are not satisfied with the two panels, you can always
add a file tree for each of the windows and this practically transforms it into a baby Windows
Explorer.If you are not content with the vertical windows you can go to the View menu and
choose “Divide Horizontally” or press Ctrl+H and the panels will be displayed horizontally.
The fully configurable application window allows the user to customize the aspect of the
software. The drives can be displayed as combo box (as in Windows Explorer) or as bar
(like in Total Commander). From this version, Network Neighborhood is available as drive.
The user can also unpack .jar, .war, .ear files (new features). The archiving tool handles .zip
(read and write), .cab (read and write), .rar (read). The software comes with a built-in file
viewer to view files in hex, text or image format (F3).For bigger files (and if archiving is not
enough) the application has a file splitter. The file splitter window allows the user to split a
large archive either by defining the number of output files or by setting a certain size per
split. You can also create an .exe file.In the lower part of the window there is displayed the
information about the folders in view and the drive (free space). The names of the drives
unfortunately cannot be displayed in the drive bar.The software is also equipped with a
directory comparing and synchronizing tool and the user can make directory lists and save
them as .txt files. The file filter will help the user find quickly the files s/he is looking for by
typing in the extension.Under the menu bar the user will notice a bunch of buttons. These
are shortcuts for the most used operations in a file manager. Thus you will find the copy,
paste and cut shortcuts (the keyboards work the same as in Total Commander.)Most of the
shortcuts have keyboard equivalents (see Help menu) but some of them can be accessed
only from the toolbar (Control Panel, Start Menu, Desktop, System Directories and
Computer). FreeCommander also provides quick access to the DOS interface.The Search
option is quite well structured, as it permits an in-depth, archive search. The user can
search a file or folder by location, date or attributes (directory, size – set a minimum and
maximum, hidden, or read-only).The GoodThe software is free to use and distribute and
has a familiar interface, no matter if you use Total Commander or Windows Explorer. It has
lots of options and shortcuts that many file managers forget to include. The keyboard
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shortcuts list is very useful to the users that want to move very fast.The packing and
unpacking tools are just great as they spare the user of buying and installing external
archivers. The swap panel, root and go back buttons are very useful as you can “surf” the
files on the computer more swiftly.The Split window option allows the user to perfectly half
split the windows or eliminate one of the panels. The columns are customizable.The Bad
Although the interface is great and user-friendly, in the beginning it seemed to me as very
fragile and as if it would shatter to pieces upon pressing a button.The drive bar is not that
great as the drive buttons are gathered in a corner and not into eye sight.The grid lines,
although not very disturbing in the default view (black font, white background), are really
upsetting when you customize the window colors.The TruthThe software is a great
combination between Windows Explorer and Total Commander. It has lots of options that
give it great functionality. Installing freeCommander will not result in a bad decision (at least
I had no crashes).With some more effort, this software gets close to the popularity of Total
Commander (no offense, I am too a TC fan). It lacks certain features (like the possibility of
adding other software shortcuts in the toolbar,) but with a peek here and there, it can be
straightened up and become the next best file manager.Here are some snapshots of the
application in action:
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