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Windows Marketplace
for Mobile will have
600 apps at launch
WMExperts

By: Ionut Arghire, Mobile Editor

Windows Marketplace for Mobile to Be Launched with 600 Apps
Out of 20,000 available

Microsoft announced earlier this year that the Windows Marketplace for Mobile was
expected to be launched sometime during the fall, along with the first mobile phones
powered by the company's Windows Mobile 6.5 operating system, and it seems that things
are already starting to move on. In a recent interview with MobiFrance, Audrey Zolghadr,
Windows Mobile product manager at Microsoft France, stated that the portal was on track
for the fall release. 
 
 Moreover, she also announced that the Marketplace would be launched with 600
applications certified and available for download, out of a number of more than 20,000
software solutions available for the Windows Mobile platform. For what it's worth, the
number seems good enough for the release, especially when compared with other app
portals, and the Marketplace should see a lot of traction from users, especially given the
fact that the next iteration of the OS is expected to be a great step forward when it comes to
the mobile experience.
 
 According to Audrey Zolghadr, the upcoming WM 6.5 should be something more than just
an upgraded version of the platform, and we already know that the Redmond company
decided to integrate a wide range of new services with it, including the Marketplace,
MyPhone, Live (Messenger, Live Spaces, Hotmail), and others. A new interface should also
emerge, providing a faster access to applications, Internet or contacts. At the same time, a
series of devices already available on the market with WM 6.1 is expected to be upgraded
to 6.5 as soon as the platform becomes available. 
 
 The Integration of the Windows Marketplace for Mobile is, indeed, one of the
enhancements that future WM-based phones will benefit from, since the portal should offer
access to a wide range of software solutions to enable the personalization of handsets. The
software giant already enabled developers to start submitting their apps to the portal, and
also released a series of guidelines for them, which have been recently updated, it seems,
and can be found here (PDF). The interview with Audrey Zolghadr is available here
(translated from French)

Page 1
Copyright (c) 2001-2009 Softpedia. All rights reserved. Softpedia™ and Softpedia™ logo are registered trademarks of SoftNews NET SRL.

http://news.softpedia.com
http://news.softpedia.com/news/Windows-Marketplace-for-Mobile-to-Be-Launched-with-600-Apps-115276.shtml
http://news.softpedia.com/news/Microsoft-Announces-Marketplace-Availability-in-8-Countries-112214.shtml
http://news.softpedia.com/news/Windows-Mobile-6-5-SDK-Now-Available-Download-Here-113297.shtml
http://news.softpedia.com/news/Microsoft-039-s-Bing-Goes-Mobile-As-Well-113182.shtml
http://news.softpedia.com/news/Windows-Marketplace-for-Mobile-Opens-for-Developers-110678.shtml
http://news.softpedia.com/news/Windows-Marketplace-for-Mobile-Opens-for-Developers-110678.shtml
https://developer.windowsmobile.com/resources/en-US/Application
http://translate.google.co.uk/translate?u=http://www.mobifrance.com/articles/interview/id1088/Interview-Audrey-Zolghadr-Chef-Produit-Windows-Mobile-chez-Microsoft-France-Windows-Phone-pour-24-millions-d-utilisateurs-enregistr-s-Live-et-14-millions-d-utilisateurs-de-Hotmail-en-France-/&sl=fr&tl=en&hl=en&ie=UTF-8

