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Space Travel One Step Away From You
Use Stellarium And Fly Through The Galaxy Now!

I think most of us dream of having the time and money required to travel all around the
world, since we have only one life (at least that's the general opinion, so let's take this for
granted) and there are so many wonderful places to visit and enjoy. Google Earth and
NASA World Wind are two great products, but they allow you to look towards our beautiful
planet and its places, see simulations of past natural disasters or check the traffic on the
main streets before going out in your car. It is great to do all these things at home, on your
computer, without any additional costs, but some of us want more. What can you ask more
than stay at home and visit the entire planet? The answer comes with Stellarium: look up
into the sky and see over 120.000 stars, the planets and their satellites and more, all for
free! This program is an open source planetarium available for Linux, Mac and Windows,
allowing you to see a realistic sky in 3D, like watching it with the naked eye, using
binoculars or a telescope. It can also be used in planetarium projectors, but that's out of our
range now, we'll check out what can be done with the Windows version on our PC.Where
should | start? First, | must say that this is an extremely well detailed and documented
application, maybe just another reminder that most good things in life come for free. When
fired up for the first time, Stellarium goes full screen and displays a clean interface and very
easy to use. Depending on the time of the day when you start the program, you will see the
sun shining or a sky full of stars. At the top of the screen you will see an info bar with the
following info: the date, the time, Stellarium's version number, the location of the observer,
the field of view (FOV) and the current frame rate (FPS). At the bottom of the screen can be
found the main toolbar (left) and the time toolbar (right). The rest of your screen is filled by a
3D representation of the sky and the ground.The first time it starts, Stellarium adjusts its
time and date to the system clock. Using the time toolbar you can travel in time, making it
go forward or backwards at various speeds. With Stellarium you can travel also in space,
zooming in and out into the sky. To travel in space and time you can use the keyboard
shortcuts or the mouse, it's your choice, the program allows you to pick your favorite.
Stellarium can do a lot more than showing the stars in the sky. It can draw constellation line
and boundry, planet hints, atmospheric fogging around the dark Moon and more. The
toolbar provides the control center when you need to turn on or off the visual effects. No
need to remind you that every function has its own keyboard shortcut.An useful feature is
the object search function. You just have to type in the name of the object to find and then
click the "go" button or press return. Your eyes will be headed towards the desired object in
no time! If you are not sure about the name of the object you are looking for, you can enjoy
the auto complete feature available, who displays all the available objects based on the
letters you typed so far.The Help window can be used as a quick reference to most of the
keyboard shortcuts available in Stellarium. Next to the mouse and keyboard shortcuts
there's a third way of controlling the application, the text menu. It can be reached using the
M key and navigated using the cursor keys. Since not all the keys are documented in the
Help window, you will have to check the user guide available on the website, it's updated
recently and very detailed. The program options can be changed in three ways: using the
configuration window, the text menu or editing the configuration file. Let's check out the
most important ones. You can set your location on the planet, since the location of the stars
in the sky is dependent on your location on Earth, as well as the time and date. There are
four projection types available as well as five landscape graphics. You can choose from
several available languages and four sky cultures. Note that constellation art is available
only for the Western sky culture at this moment.If all the above is not enough to make you
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download this program right away, then you must find out that Stellarium also supports
scripting, creating your own custom landscapes or adding and modifying extended objects.
This was a great program to review and | am sure it's gonna be a great program to discover
and use. It didn't reach version 1.0 yet but it's better than a lot of 5.xx applications around
and it doesn't have any weak points, so | strongly recommend it. The GoodStellarium has a
very good interface, tons of features and it's highly customizable. Add to these an extremely
well done user guide covering all its aspects and also introducing the user into astronomy.
Above all, it's free!The BadThe only bad things that | found about this program are that |
was only able to run it in full screen mode and that if you set the projection type to spheric
mirror on your PC you may find yourself lost, because this mode is for special projectors.
The Truthl used a previous version for a while and it didn't impress me too much at first
sight. Maybe | wasn't too focused on it, but now | found out what I've been missing. Don't
make the same mistake, try it today and give it at least 15 minutes, it won't disappoint you!
Here are some snapshots of the application in action:
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