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Sony Ericsson's
PlayNow arena comes
with a few apps to 17
countries
PlayNow Arena

By: Ionut Arghire, Mobile Editor

Sony Ericsson's App Store Up and Running
Available in 17 countries

Japanese-Swedish mobile phone maker Sony Ericsson has launched its application store
into the wild. Although the company introduced the storefront a while ago, it is only now that
users can access it and download games and applications from there. The new software
portal can be accessed by users in 17 countries at the moment, namely Austria, Belgium,
Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Netherlands, Norway,
Poland, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom, while other
countries should be added to the list in the near future. 
 
 The app store, called PlayNow arena, follows the latest trend on the market, which drove a
wide range of mobile phone makers, carriers and other companies towards launching their
own branded application portals online. Although it might sound hilarious, the launch of 
Sony Ericsson's software portal is the piece of information that matters the most, for other
details are not as important as one might think. To be more precise, the storefront seems to
have only 15 applications available for download/purchase at the moment, out of which only
2 are free, while the rest cost $6.50 (GBP 4.00). That is the UK store we are talking about.
 
 Even so, the PlayNow arena includes 6 different sections, namely Music, Applications,
Games, Themes, Wallpapers and Ringtones. The Games section, we must admit, comes
with a few more items, which is rather great for users, although only three of them seem to
be available for a free download. The rest of the titles available will run for the same $6.50
(GBP 4.00) as the applications. For what it's worth, even this small number of items
available on the portal seems to be a good start, at least as long as more applications and
games will be added in the future, for these are the solutions that users are interested in the
most. 
 
 Although some of the news reports on PlayNow arena's launch seem to be rather harsh,
we should take a look at a few of the stores already available online, and which managed to
attract a lot of users on their side. Palm's App Catalog, for example, was launched with only
a handful of applications, 18 if we're not mistaken, and still managed to reach 1 million
downloads in about three weeks. Even if the offer on Sony Ericsson's portal might seem
limited, enthusiasts will certainly be attracted to the store, and it might prove successful in
the end. You can take a look at the store here. 

Page 1
Copyright (c) 2001-2009 Softpedia. All rights reserved. Softpedia™ and Softpedia™ logo are registered trademarks of SoftNews NET SRL.

http://news.softpedia.com
http://news.softpedia.com/news/Sony-Ericsson-039-s-App-Store-Up-and-Running-115798.shtml
http://news.softpedia.com/news/Sony-Ericsson-Intros-New-T715-Slider-115088.shtml
http://news.softpedia.com/news/Sony-Ericsson-039-s-PlayNow-Arena-Will-Soon-Offer-Applications-113306.shtml
http://news.softpedia.com/news/Sony-Ericsson-Xperia-X1-to-Finally-Hit-Rogers-114639.shtml
http://www.playnow-arena.com/

