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A Multi-Purpose Software Development Platform
Building and compiling software has never been easier

Although NetBeans IDE is mainly a piece of software that only developers have ever heard
of and even used occasionally, this article is intended to give the average user a rough
approximation of what it can do. The basic features of the application will be discussed, thus
shedding some light on this very powerful software development platform.

First of all, we are interested in the basic coding languages it accepts. Intended to be a Java
development environment, NetBeans IDE can also be used to create and manage different
C or C++ projects and applications. This feature is most important because no one likes to
switch applications whenever they want to build a C++ or a Java project. With a simple click
on the File menu, you can easily choose the type of project you want to create along with
the desired files for each project.

Even applets and mobile phone software can be created and compiled using NetBeans
IDE. In fact, you can use it to manage different projects that are not even written with the
same code. By browsing through your Projects tab, you will have instant access to all the
files from the imported projects and also the ability to change the code and rebuild them at
any given moment. Libraries, packages or other resources that you might need to build your
software are also supported and easily managed due to the tree view perspective. Services
that are used by some applications can be viewed and edited so that they can better
operate with your software.

When it comes to Object Oriented Programming (OOP), different types of classes are
defined and used so that you can keep an organized coding view and access components
managed by specific functions. Class files can be somewhat hard to manage, especially if
you use quite a lot of them. NetBeans IDE comes to&nbsp;the rescue and offers you a
Navigator window to easily view a list of all the classes defined in the current selected java
file. With a click on the class name, you will have instant access to the exact part of your
code that defines that class, giving you the opportunity to jump from one class to another
without scrolling through your code.

What sets NetBeans IDE apart from any other software development platform is its ability to
show in real time if you have any inconsistency in your code. For instance, if you define a
function name in an earlier part of your code and later on you want to use it, then you want
to type its name, NetBeans IDE will offer to auto complete it with its previous defined name.
Software developers are more than thrilled about this because, when handling large chunks
of codes, it can be somewhat tedious to keep scrolling through your code whenever you
have forgotten the name of a function or variable.

Another innovative feature&nbsp;that can really be of use to software developers is the
Garbage Collector. As previously stated, OOP works with a strict class definition process
and at the same time with Objects (parts of code that define different data you want to
manipulate). Thus, whenever memory is allocated to a desired object, sometimes you forget
to deallocate it after having used it. Garbage Collector comes to the rescue and scans the
code for any object no longer referenced by the applications and cleans up the heap space
occupied. So, Virtual memory will no longer be filled with unnecessary data and your
software will perform significantly better.

Page 1

Copyright (c) 2001-2009 Softpedia. All rights reserved. Softpedia™ and Softpedia™ logo are registered trademarks of SoftNews NET SRL.


http://news.softpedia.com
http://www.softpedia.com/reviews/windows/NetBeans-IDE-Review-97473.shtml

Let's return to the coding status and explain how the Code Folding feature of NetBeans IDE
works. Assume that you have ten thousand lines of code. Browsing through all that
information is difficult enough without having to debug it. The Code Folding feature allows
you to collapse parts of code that fall under the same function or class name making
debugging a lot easier, especially if you know what you are looking for.

In addition to these major features, NetBeans IDE comes with the standard SDK options
such as settings breakpoints and viewing different compiling errors as a result of faulty
coding. On an overall basis, NetBeans IDE is the perfect software development suite that
can greatly improve the quality and efficiency of the software you have created.

The Good

The Garbage Collector and auto complete feature are two tools that can make your life
easier and give you the ability to write software better and faster. That fact that it is free and
can be used by everyone are clear advantages.

The Bad

Despite its numerous features and advancements in the software development technology,
NetBeans IDE eats up a lot of computer resources, such as RAM and processor power, that
might need to run and test a large development project.

The Truth

NetBeans IDE features all the right stuff when it comes to tackling any development project.
Whether it's an API, a stand alone application or some mobile piece of software, NetBeans
IDE allows you to write your code in an organized manner and provides you with the best

optimizing and debugging options.

Here are some snapshots of the application in action:
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