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Intel Leads the GPU Market

The company doesn't have a discrete graphics card yet, registers almost 50%
market share in Q2

During the second quarter of 2008, a number of 94.4 million graphics cards were shipped
by manufacturers, marking a 0.5 percent sequential drop from the first quarter, but a 16
percent rise on the year-over-year basis. The leading company on the market seems to be
Intel, which registered a total of 44.67 million units shipped during the period, going up with
almost 10 percent on-year, from the 37.6 percent registered in Q2 2007 to the 47.3 percent
in shipments the company accounted for during Q2 2008.Intel doesn't have a discrete
graphics offer, but still manages to dominate the graphics cards market, while the
three-month period registered market share drops for both AMD and Nvidia. The market
share went down for the Santa Clara company from 32.5 percent to 31.4 percent on-year,
while for the Sunnyvale AMD, it dropped from 19.3 percent to 18.1 percent. The numbers
were provided by Jon Peddie Research, which also made a forecast regarding the third
guarter of 2008. It seems that there will be some interesting developments on the market,
as AMD is preparing the launch of its RV770-powered Radeon HD 4800 series cards, which
may come as a serious impact on the industry. The 4870X2 card should set the difference
on the market. A serious war on the GPU market was announced earlier this year between
AMD and Nvidia. It seems that AMD struggles to make its ATI graphics division more
profitable and spends a lot on research of new technologies, as the dual GPU graphics
cards are. Nvidia, on the other hand, faces some problems with its mobile video chips, but
still manages to bring novelties like the porting of physics to the GPU. Intel promises to
enter the war sometime in the 2009-2010 time frame, when its Larrabee video computing
architecture is launched.
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