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IE8 Beta 2 Life Extended Until December 31, 2008
Microsoft is not breathing a single word about RTW

Internet Explorer 8 Beta 2 has received a life extension. The second development milestone
of the browser will now live until December 31, 2008. It is only on the last day of this year
that Microsoft will be ready to pull the plug on IE8 Beta 2. The deadline for cutting support
for Internet Explorer 8 Beta 2 was initially scheduled for November 1, 2008, but Microsoft
has extended the life of the browser by a good couple of months.

"Free unlimited installation and usage support is available for Internet Explorer 8
pre-released versions, but only for North America English customers. This support for
Internet Explorer 8 pre-released versions is valid until December 31st, 2008," reads a
message on the IE8 Beta 2 support page. "Advanced issues are not supported. Advanced
issues include, but are not limited to, problems that are associated with software and
hardware development, domain connectivity, server-based technologies, website
development, and business-critical systems." (emphasis added)

Microsoft has quietly moved the support expiration date of Internet Explorer 8 Beta 2 from
the debut of November to the end of December, without offering any explanation. Initial
speculation, based on reports that the Redmond company was gearing up to make the
RTW version of IE8 available by the end of November, seemed to be confirmed by the
support cut-off date for Beta 2.

At this point in time it's not clear how the prolonged support for Beta 2 will affect, if at all, the
release of the final version of Internet Explorer 8. Microsoft has, so far, managed to steer
clear of indicating a deadline for the web release of IE8, even with all indications pointing to
November 2008. The Redmond giant introduced the first Beta build of IE8 back in March
2008, with Beta 2 released at the end of August.

For the time being, Internet Explorer 8 Beta 2 is available for download here.

Page 1
Copyright (c) 2001-2009 Softpedia. All rights reserved. Softpedia™ and Softpedia™ logo are registered trademarks of SoftNews NET SRL.

http://news.softpedia.com
http://news.softpedia.com/news/IE8-Beta-2-Life-Extended-Until-December-31-2008-97962.shtml
http://news.softpedia.com/news/Download-Internet-Explorer-8--IE8--Beta-2-for-Vista-SP1-and-XP-SP3-92561.shtml
http://news.softpedia.com/news/Final-IE8-Confirmed-for-November-Possibly-November-1-92876.shtml
http://support.microsoft.com/oas/default.aspx?prid=12357
http://www.softpedia.com/get/Internet/Browsers/Internet-Explorer-8.shtml

